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CONFIDENTIAL SAIGON 2443 

E.O. 11652 GDS 

TAGS: PARM, ICRC, VN, VS 

SUBJECT: LAW OF WAR CONFERENCE: INVITATION TO "PRG" 

PERSONAL FOR ILLING (VAT) 

REF: SAIGON 2413 

1. 1 NOTE FROM REFTEL THAT THE GVN LISTS THE VATICAN POSITION AS 
UNCERTAIN IN THE FORTHCOMING VOTE ON THE ADMITTANCE OF THE PRG 
AS A FULL PARTICIPANT TO THE LAW OF WAR CONFERENCE. 

2. THE PRG RESERVATIONS TO ARTICLE 4 OF CONVENTION III IN THEIR 
INSTRUMENT OF ACCESSION TO THE GENEVA CONVENTIONS OF AUGUST 12, 
1949, WOULD HAVE THE EFFECT OF PLACING THE PARTICIPANTS IN THE 
RECENT MASSACRE AT THE ROME AIRPORT UNDER THE PROTECTION OF THE 
LAWS OF WAR. IT IS SIMPLY INCONCEIVABLE THAT IF THIS WERE BROUGHT 
TO THE ATTENTION OF HIS HOLINESS HE WOULD NOT IMMEDIATELY INSTRUCT 
THE SECRETARIAT OF STATE THAT A NEGATIVE VOTE BE CAST IN GENEVA. 
EVEN ABSTENTION WOULD HAVE THE EFFECT OF ASSOCIATING THE VATICAN 
IMPLICITLY WITH THE SUBSTANCE OF THIS PRG POSITION AND I HOPE 
THAT THIS CAN BE MADE CLEAR TO THE SECRETARIAT OF STATE. 
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